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SUB J : NATO EXERCISE "LOCKED GATE”: PORTUGUESE PORT 
CALLS AND SHORE LEAVES 

REF: (A) STATE 24054; (B) LISBON 606; (C) USNATO 552; 

(D) LISBON 583; (E) LISBON 579; (F) LISBON 553 

1. MY PRESENT JUDGEMENT IS THAT PLANNED PORT CALLS AND SHORE 
LEAVES SHOULD GO FORWARD. I RECOGNIZE POSSIBILITY THAT 
INCIDENTS MAY OCCUR. AND THAT THEY WILL PROBABLY BE BLOWN 
UP BY SENSATIONALIST PRESS, BUT BELIEVE THIS RISK IS WORTH 
TAKING. GOP ON JANUARY 31 DEMONSTRATED THAT IT COULD TAKE 
SECURITY MEASURES WHEN NEEDED. AND I EXPECT THEY WOULD DO SO 
IF RPT IF EXTREMIST GROUPS PLANNED TO HARASS US AND/OR OTHER 
NATO PERSONNEL. 

2. WE HAVE PRIVATELY ASKED GOP WHETHER THEY RELIEVE ANY 
PROBLEM WITH THE EXERCISE AND THEY HAVE REPEATEDLY SAID 
THEY WOULD LIKE TO GO AHEAD WITH IT. SENIOR GOP SPOKESMAN, 
MINISTER VITOR ALVES, HAS PUBLICLY DEFENDED EXERCISE AND 
PORTUGUESE COMMODORE NORONHA, IBERLANT DEPUTY COMMANDER HAS 
EXPLAINED EXERCISE ON TELEVISION. 
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3. CRITICISM OF EXERCISE THUS FAR HAS COME EXCLUSIVELY FROM 
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LEFTIST EXTREMISTS AND HAS CONSISTED MAINLY OF NEWSPAPER 
ARTICLES. FOR NATO TO RETREAT IN FACE OF THESE CHARGES, WHEN 
GOP IS DEFENDING EXERCISE, WOULD PLAY INTO HANDS OF LEFTISTS. 

THEY WOULD THEN HAVE THE IDEA THAT ANY NATO ACTIVITY COULD 
BE CALLED OFF BY CRANKING UP THEIR MIMEOGRAPH MACHINES. 

4. WE HAVE REPEATEDLY TRIED TO STIFFEN GOP BACKBONE IN 
DEALING WITH LEFTISTS. FOR US TO BACK DOWN ON THISEXERCISE 
WOULD SEND A CONTRADICTORY MESSAGE. 

5. DURING COURTESY VISITS I DISCUSSED THIS ISSUE WITH 
BRITISH AND FRENCH AMBASSADORS, AND BOTH CONCURRED IN THE 
GENERAL VIEWS I HAVE EXPRESSED ABOVE. 

6. WILL CONTINUE TO MONITOR LOCAL SITUATION CLOSELY. 

CARLUCCI 
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